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if at least he were the author of a certain epigram,
which is ascribed to him, relating to the cause of
the first civil war betwixt himself and Mark
Antony the Triumvir, which is more fulsome
than any passage I have met with in our poet*
To pass by the naked familiarity of his expres-
sions to Horace, which are cited in that author's
life, I need only mention one notorious act of his,
in taking Li via to his bed, when she was not
only married, but with child by her husband then
living. But deeds, it seems, may be justified by
arbitrary power, when words are questioned in a
poet. There is another guess of the grammarians,.
as far from truth as the first from reason; they
will have him banished for some favours, which
they say he received from Julia, the daughter of
Augustus, whom they think he celebrates under
the name of Corinna in his Elegies ; but he who
will observe the verses which are made to that
mistress, may gather from the whole contexture
of them, that Corinna was not a woman of the
highest quality. If Julia were then married to
Agrippa, why should our poet make his petition
to Isis for her safe delivery, and afterwards con-
dole her miscarriage; which, for aught he knew,
might be by her own husband ? Or, indeed, how
durst he be so bold to make the least discovery of
such a crime, which was no less than capital, espe-
cially committed against a person of Agrippa's
rank ? Or, if it were before her marriage, he would
surely have been more discreet, than to have pub-
lished an accident which must have been fatal to
them both. But what most confirms me against
this opinion, is, that Ovid himself complains, that
the true person of Corinna was found out by the

* Martial, lib. xl Epig. 21.